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new edition by the author's son embodies the substance of every- 
thing contained in the earlier editions, and in addition contains a 
brief and clear explanation of the modern changes in the English 
law of real property. Prof. Hutchins, in recognizing the value of 
this work to American law students, has added thereto full and 
complete American notes, in which he points out whatever of the 
English text is not of practical importance in the United States, 
and the statutory changes peculiar to this country, together with 
the radical changes in the common law. The book is well bound 
and clearly printed, and will prove valuable not only to law 
students but also to general readers desiring a knowledge of the 
laws of real property. 

A Treatise on General Practice. Containing Rules and Sugges- 
tions for the Work of the Advocate in the Preparation for Trial, 
Conduct of the Trial, and Preparation for Appeal. By Byron K. 
Elliott and William F. Elliott. Two volumes, 8vo. bound in 
sheep. Price $12.00 net. The Bowen-Merrill Co., Indianapolis 
and Kansas City, 1894. 

These two volumes, which are an enlargement of a former 
book of these authors, covers the entire work of the advocate in 
the preparation and trial of the cause. They begin with the first 
step in gathering the facts, and follow the proceedings through 
the preparation for trial, the conduct of the trial and the prepa- 
ration for appeal. The authors, the elder of whom is a man of 
wide learning and general culture, and who was for many years 
the chief justice of the Supreme Court of Indiana, have brought 
to their work the ripe judgment that comes from years of expe- 
rience at the bar and the bench. The first volume is devoted to 
the advocate's work out of court preparing for trial, and the wis- 
dom, experience and keen observation of the authors appear in the 
valuable suggestions contained in the opening chapters entitled, 
Learning and Preparing the Facts; Ascertaining and Preparing 
the Law of the Case; and The Theory of the Case. The second 
volume treats of the advocate's work in court during the trial, and 
contains among its many excellent chapters three that are espe- 
cially valuable for their cogent advice: The Address to the Jury, 
Arguments of Questions of Law, and Fallacies and Artificies. 
The work is written ostensibly for young and inexperienced advo- 
cates, but the two volumes are so replete with valuable advice and 
practical suggestions, and are written in such a bright, animated 
vein, with apt illustrations and amusing anecdotes, that they 
will prove fascinating to the old retired practitioner who has 
fought his legal battles, as well as instructive and helpful to the 
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young advocate on the eve of battle. The literary style is fresh 
and delightful and the volumes are in striking contrast to the dry, 
technical works that make up the greater part of every legal 
library. They are well bound, clearly printed, and effectively 
indexed, and should prove of great value to young lawyers, and 
full of suggestions to older practitioners. 

Trial Procedure. A Treatise on Procedure in Civil Actions 
and Proceedings in Trial Courts of Record under the Civil Codes 
of all the States and Territories. By John C. Fitnam. Law 
sheep, liii. -H867 pp. Price $6.00 net. West Publishing Co., 
St. Paul, 1894. 

An article recently read before the section of Legal Education 
of the American Bar Association, by one who had made a 
close examination of the points involved in the decisions of our 
appellate courts, contained the statement that "nearly one-half of 
the questions carried to and decided by the courts of appellate 
jurisdiction in this country, were questions arising out of disputes 
as to the proper method of bringing before the courts the merits 
involved in the original differences. That is to say, substantially 
one-half of the time, expense, and labor incurred by our highest 
courts in determining the legal questions they could not evade, 
was spent in correcting the mistakes of lawyers, in teaching lawyers 
how to practice law." Can there be a more forcible presentation of 
the great need of accurate works on the subject of procedure and 
a stronger plea for a more thorough study of the rules and prin- 
ciples of the subject by members of the Bar. This valuable work 
of Mr. Fitnam aids to a great extent in supplying this need, and 
its close study will prove of inestimable value to a practitioner. 
The author has embodied in this volume the fruit of an exhaustive 
study of the codes of the various code States and an examination 
of all relevant cases, and he has discussed tersely and forcibly all 
the questions of procedure that are apt to arise during a trial. 
The work is admirably arranged. The first twenty-three chapters 
are devoted to a discussion of courts, their jurisdiction, organiza- 
tion, powers and officers, and to a consideration of the powers of 
special judges, the appellate jurisdiction of trial courts, and the 
proper steps to be taken by each party under the various circum- 
stances that arise during the pendency of the action. The sub- 
sequent chapters treat of summons and subsequent procedure to 
the end of the action. The volume deserves a place in every 
library. 



